[image: image1.jpg]


         
Bear Creek Camp 




                 bcnc@bearcreekcamp.org
                        
P.O. Box 278







         570-472-3741



Bear Creek, PA 18602


         Environmental Education School Planning Packet


DEAR CHAPERONE,

Thank you for volunteering to chaperone an Environmental Education Program at Bear Creek Camp.  You will be assisting one of our Naturalists to help a small group of children experience nature and learn about our environment.

         YOUR ROLE AS CHAPERONE:  The most important role of a chaperone is to help with the safety of the group.  Please stay aware of possible dangers throughout the program.  Your involvement in an activity, without taking over, will be very important to the students’ learning.  Please remain attentive and respectful towards our staff so that the students will have the best quality program possible.
         HIKING:  If you are the only chaperone in your learning group please remain at the rear of the group.  If there are multiple chaperones within your learning group please disperse among the children, with at least one chaperone in the rear of the group.  Students should stay within sight of the Naturalist.  Help children safely overcome obstacles, such as stream crossings.  Stay with the group if injury or illness should occur, while the Naturalist returns to the Camp office to call for professional help.  
         STUDY STOPS:  Throughout your program and hike students will be engaged in activities and discussions.  Naturalists will promote discussion and learning by asking questions of students.  Please refrain from giving the students answers to these questions. 
         SUPERVISING STUDENTS:  Some students need close supervision in order to learn best, others need freedom to roam and discover nature for themselves.  Our Naturalist may ask you to intervene with individual students only if their behavior disrupts the activity.

         ENJOY THE TRIP:  We hope you will enjoy the trip and have a chance to see nature through the eyes of the children you escort!  At the end of the trip, please help us improve the program by filling out an evaluation form.  Evaluation forms may be distributed by school staff or may be found in our Nature Center. 

         WHAT TO WEAR:  Sturdy footwear is a must; bring hiking boots or sneakers.  Flip-flops, sandals, and smooth-soled shoes are not permitted.  Wear warm, comfortable, casual clothes and bring a rain jacket or poncho in case of rain.  All of our programs are conducted outside, unless lightening causes us to change plans.  
LUNCH:  Please bring lunch to enjoy in our picnic area following your program, unless other arrangements have been made.

Thank you again for volunteering your time!  The Naturalists and other staff of Bear Creek Camp look forward to working with you!        







